IUGS COMMISSION ON GLOBAL GEOCHEMICAL BASELINES
http://www.globalgeochemicalbaselines.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/CGGBIUGS/
https://twitter.com/cggb_iugs
On the 15th and 16th of November 2019, the IUGS-CGGB has undergone an Ad-hoc review by a four member committee, comprising two IUGS Executive Committee members, Roland Oberhänsli (Chair) and Kristine Asch (Secretary), and two external reviewers, Mateja Gosar (Geological Survey of Slovenia) and Stephanos P. Kilias (University of Athens, Hellas). The members of the IUGS-CGGB Steering Committee (David B. Smith, Patrice de Caritat, Xueqiu Wang, Ariadne Argyraki and Alecos Demetriades) prepared a fairly detailed PowerPoint presentation report from 2012 (year of last Ad-hoc review) to 2019. The report was divided into two sections (a) 2012-2016 Task Group period, and (b) 2016-2019 Commission period, with emphasis on the activities of the latter. The two-day meeting was held in Athens (Hellas) and in the premises of the Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO-ECSDE; http://mio-ecsde.org/). The IUGS-CGGB Steering Committee was represented by Alecos Demetriades (Treasurer), Ariadne Argyraki (Public Relations and Finance Officer), and Christina Stouraiti (2020-2024 Treasurer). The Ad-hoc Review Committee was satisfied with the activities performed by the IUGS-CGGB, and made recommendations for the work to be performed during 2020-2024.  Professor Michael Scoullos (ECSDE Chairman) and Mr. Dionisios Gkoutis (Deputy General Director of Deputy General Director of Hellenic Survey of Geology and Mineral Exploration) were guests in the evening dinner, and Mrs. Olga Papathanasopoulou (ECSDE Secretary) guest in the lunch.
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PHOTO 1. Evening after a hard day’s work:  from left to right Ariadne Argyraki and Alecos Demetriades (IUGS-CGGB Steering Committee members), and Roland Oberhänsli, Mateja Gosar, Kristine Asch and Stephanos P. Kilias (IUGS Ad-hoc Review Committee members). Photograph: Dionisios Gkoutis, Deputy General Director of Hellenic Survey of Geology and Mineral Exploration.
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PHOTO 2. Lunch after a fruitful morning meeting. Left row: Mateja Gosar, Stephanos P. Kilias and Roland Oberhänsli. Right row: Alecos Demetriades, Kristine Asch, Christina Stouraiti and Ariadne Argyraki. 
The main activity of IUGS-CGGB during November 2019 was the compilation of two IUGS Standard Geochemical Methods manuals:

1. Manual of Standard Methods for Establishing the Global Geochemical Reference Network, and

2. Global Black Soil Project Manual of Standard Geochemical Methods.

The work on the first manual is continuing, whereas the second manual was completed, and submitted to external reviewers for comments.
Further, a member of the IUGS-CGGB Steering Committee participated in two events. The first was the 3rd Workshop of the Global Black Soil Critical Zone Geo-ecological Survey (BASGES), which was held in Chengdu, P.R. China, on the 20th and 21st of November 2019. Alecos Demetriades (Chair of Sampling Committee) presented the final version of the IUGS Global Black Soil Project Manual of Standard Geochemical Methods. The requirements for starting the global field sampling campaign were also presented, and subsequently discussed. The most important requirement is the preparation of two Black Soil project reference samples, and a solid blank reference sample for the mandatory external quality control. Shenyang Geological Survey (project coordinator) finally agree to prepare the two Black Soil project reference samples, and the preparation of the solid blank reference sample is still being discussed.
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PHOTO 3. Group photograph of 3rd BASGES Workshop, Chengdu, P.R. China.
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PHOTO 4.  Alecos Demetriades presenting the final version of the IUGS BASGES Project Manual.  Photograph: Liu Xuemin, Lecturer, Chengdu University of Technology, College of Earth Sciences.
The second event was a two-day workshop on the 22nd and 23rd of November 2019 in Chang’an University, School of Earth Science and Resources, Xi’an, P.R. China, where Alecos Demetriades (Chair of CGGB Sampling Committee) given eight lectures, starting from basic Applied geochemistry, Sampling, Sample preparation, Laboratory analysis, Quality control, Statistical-geostatistical data processing, Global- to local-scale geochemical surveys, Phased mineral exploration, and Preparing manuscripts in English for publication in International Journals. The workshop was attended by 22 students from China (17), Egypt (1), Namibia (1), Pakistan (2) and Rwanda (1). At the end of the workshop a USB-memory card with the lectures and other workshop material was given to the attendees.
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PHOTO 5. Dr. Jiao Jian-gang (Dean of School of Earth Science and Resources, Chang’an University, Xi’an, P.R. China) introducing Alecos Demetriades.  Photograph: Meng Ganggang, student.
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PHOTO 6. Dr. Xin Lin (lecturer, School of Earth Science and Resources, Chang’an University, Xi’an, P.R. China) explaining in Chinese the compositional data analysis part of the data processing lecture.  Photograph: Alecos Demetriades.
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