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FIRST YEAR OF FIELD OFFICER PROGRAMME TRAINS 379 TEACHERS 
WORLDWIDE – WITH HIGHLY POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

 
 
The report on the first year of the IUGS/EGU Geoscience Education Field Officer 
programme has just been released and circulated to the sponsoring organisations, the 
IUGS, the European Geosciences Union (EGU) and the International Geoscience 
Education Organisation (IGEO). It showed that the four EGU Field Officers (France, Italy, 
Portugal and Spain) and the two IUGS/IGEO Field Officers (India and Morocco) had 
between them presented 21 workshops in 15 locations with 379 participants. Most 
participants were practising teachers but 6% were trainee teachers. 74% were secondary 
(high school) and 26% were primary (elementary) teachers. Unfortunately, 12 workshops 
had to be cancelled or postponed due to the coronavirus epidemic. 
 
Workshop are evaluated by questionnaires completed by participants. The mean 
evaluation ‘scores’ on a 1 – 5 scale (5 = high) was: 
 

Criterion Mean evaluation ‘score’ 

My interest in this workshop was … 4.79 

My interest in this workshop for my professional activity is 
… 

4.64 

I am interested in attending other workshops of this kind … 4.75 

 
This excellent numerical feedback was accompanied by highly positive written feedback. 
 
Feedback on the programme to IUGS and EGU was able to demonstrate that the early 
stages of the pilot year had been successful. As a result, EGU was able to approve 
funding for four additional Field Officers to be appointed in Europe and IUGS was able to 
approve funding for three additional Field Officers to be appointed beyond Europe, both for 
2020-2021. EGU advertising received nine applications from which four people were 
invited for training (from Albania, Germany, Hungary and Turkey) whilst IUGS and IGEO 
advertising received seven applications of whom three people were invited (from Chile, 
Malaysia and Togo). Sadly the seven new Field Officers could not be trained in May due to 
the coronavirus epidemic. The training will take please as soon as the pandemic situation 
permits. 
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The data collected shows that the pilot year of the international Geoscience Education 
Field Officer Programme was successful and that the work of the six initial Field Officers 
will provide a strong foundation for extending the initiative across Europe and 
internationally. The creative hard work of the six current Field Officers is particularly to be 
applauded. They have risen to the challenge of the first year of this new initiative in a very 
impressive way, and give great confidence to the future of this endeavour. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1 - Himalayas in 30 seconds. 
 

 

 
 

Fig. 2 - Slinky seismic waves demo. 

 
 


