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Intr oduction Previously the region was remote in the eyes of the international

geological communityThe 24" IGC was also a major nationafat
The 25" International Geological Congress (IGC) in Sydridy by Australian geologists coupled with significant input from their
25August 1976, was the first held in #hestralian region and, except  New Zealand colleagues.

for the 1929 Congress in Pretoria, Soéitica, also the first in the It is a challenge to convey the general air of excitement amongst
southern hemisphere. Most recently the Congress returned taheAustralian geological community during the 1976 IGC. For many
Australia with the 3% IGC in 2012 in Brisbane. particularly the younger generation, it provided the first meeting

The 1976 Congress occurred at a pivotal moment in the historywith many leaders in their field, people previously known only from
of Australian geologyThe 19'- and early 2B-century pioneering their papers and written correspondence, which was still tortuously
phase oAustralian geology was long past (Branagan, 2012). In the slow.
previous 30 years, geological teaching at universities had blossomed, The following information utilises extensively the “General

and many graduate geologists were finding employmérite Proceedings” of the 25th IGC published after the Congress (Renwick,
Geological Surveys in everiustralian $ate had also grown  1977).The personal memories of the authors and other participants
dramatically Most importantly a national geological survethen have been invaluable. Harrington (2007) also advised that extensive

known as the Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology and Geophysic85" IGC day-to-day records should be available inAhstralian
(or simply BMR), had been formed in 1946, with a major role to GovernmenArchives.
support $ate Geological Surveys in systematic geological mapping
of the continent. Someda&e surveys even feared a national “takeover”. Invitation
The BMR had rapidly expanded the knowledgaustralian geology
One consequence was dramaticallyincreased interest in minerals and As early as 1956, the Geological SocietyAnfstralia (GSA),
petroleum. founded in 1952, considered holding the IGQ@ustralia (Cooper
In 1953 the % Empire Mining and Metallgical Congress was ~ 1994) and approached thastralianAcademy of Sciences (founded
successfully held idustralia and New Zealand with international in 1954), whose National Committee for Geological Sciences played
participation.A significant collaborative national geology volume an important role in the subsequent CongressAidhe November
resulted (Edwards, 1953). In the same year a notable, but ultimatelyL964 meeting of the GS#\governing Council, then President, John
uneconomic, oil discovery occurred at Rough Rang@/@stern Dulhunty, advised of discussions then being held with N.H. Fisher
Australia. Natural gas discoveries followed during the 1960s in (BMR) about the prospecthe meeting agreed “to give notice of the
Queensland, Southustralia, andVictoria. The 8" Commonwealth intention to lodge an invitation for the IGC Awstralia in 1972 or
Mining and Metallugical Congress returned Australia in 1965. nearest available year thereafter”. In 1966Adrisory Committee
Five volumes dealing with mineral exploration, mineral deposits andwas established, including subsequent GSA President M.R. Banks,
petroleum were published. Major regence in mineral exploration  N.H. Fisher H.G Raggatt, J.J. Frankel, HIKing and E.A. Rudd, to
and mining development then underway culminated in the “Nickel pursue the proposal with tiheademy In August 1966 the Society
Boom” of 1969-1970 (with following bust). Lge scale iron ore  also oganised its first Specialist¥leeting inAdelaide with an outback
mining and exports commenced fraffesternAustralia in the mid- field trip to the Flinders Ranges. Such an event wgarosed again
1960s in tandem with major expansion of coal mining in NSW and in 1968 in Canberra, followed by the First Internatiohadhaean
Queensland. By the $3GC in 1976 Australia had a lae, active, Symposium in Perth in May 1970 and the Fusstralian Geological
yet youthful population of geologists, increasingly knowledgeable Convention, again idelaide, in May 1975Thus the national
about their geologyself-confident and assertive on a national level, organisational capacity of GS&as demonstrated.
and involved in international geological networks. In more ways than  Ultimately the Congress was sponsored byAtisralianAcademy
one,Australian geology had “come of age”. of Sciences, represented by M@Eaessnerin collaboration with
Staging the 281GC in Sydney brougi#ustralia and surrounding ~ GSA. The Academy was the primary vehicle of communication
countriesincluding New Zealand and the newly independent Papuabetween theAustralian Federal Government and international
New Guineainto the forefront of world geology for the first time. agencies, including UNESCO, IUGS and the IGC administration that
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arranged each Congressformal bid to host the IGC was lodged at The National Coordinator of the Excursion Committees was J.N.
the 28'IGC in Prague in 1968, even though that IGC had begellar ~ Casey (Australian Capit@krritory). Regional coordinators werdrRP
aborted following the concurrent Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia Evans (New Souttales), N. de B. Hornibrook (New Zealand)/\P
(Schneer1995).1t was confirmed at the®245C in Montréal, Canada  Crohn (NortherrTerritory), W. Manser (Papua New Guine®)G

in 1972 This was a time of much uncertainty within the international Swindon (Queensland), R.K. Johns (SoAtistralia), 1.B. Jennings
geological community about holding future IGCs, due to the costs(Tasmania), M.A.H. Marsden (&toria) and J.H. Lord (\&&ktern
and amount of @anisation required. However the unopposed Australia).

Australian ofer for 1976 with its demonstratedjanisational capacity In addition, a Sydney Committee chaired by(Tby) Rose
overrode those concerns. handled all practical matters of Congreggamisation in Sydney and

In many ways, Norman H. Fisher (BMR Director and Chief, 1969- vicinity. Six associated subcommittees, including a Ladies
1974) was the primary instigator of thé"26C. He became Chairman ~ Subcommittee chaired by Mrs D.McGayrnyrovided support.
of the Oganising Committee and President of the Congress, althoughCrucially, it appears that C.E. Marshall, Edgeworth David Professor
initially Martin F. Glaessnerepresenting theustralianAcademy of of Geology until 1973, secured virtually free access to the University
Sciences, had expected that position (Harrington, 2007) (Fig 1).0f Sydney for the numerous Congress meetings (Fig 2). Such
Fishers contribution was recognised during the Congress by awardgenerosity from an academic establishment would be unlikely.today
of the L.A. Spendiarov Prize by the US8Bademy of Sciences.

(Sandy) Renwick, a senior geologist, who previously worked in Papua > '!'r

New Guinea, proved an excellent anficegnt Secretary General of
the Congress after the initial appointee provedficieht under
pressure. Renwick’full-time position based in a &g room within v
the BMR in Canberra reflected recognition of his important role. __
Overall institutional support, especially from the BMR but also from
mostAustralasian universities and geological surveys, guaranteed ai
extremely successful Congress.

The full 28" IGC Omanising Committee, established in 1972,
consisted of N.H. Fisher (Chairmaf) Renwick (Secretary General),
D.A. Brown, J.N. Case\PF. Howard, I. McDougall, D.J. McGarry
PD. O’Connor (Academy of Sciencal)N.J. Perry GM. Philip, G
Rose, together with one representative each from Q¥8\Hirlines
and TransAustralianAirlines (TAA), the latter then operating as a
separatéustralian domestic air carriédl members of the exclusively
male committee were based either in Sydney or Canberra, the latteFigure 2. 25" IGC Headquarters — The Carslaw Building,
initially a competingAustralian city for the Congress. University of Sydney

Other Sates were represented on the 20 stréngisory
Committee, including Dorothy Hill from Queensland, the only female Constant worries about funding persisted until the final stages of
geologist in the main Congress administration. Regional ExcursionCongress preparation. Even postage of notioksgstralian geologists
Committees, each composed of 2-5 geologists, were established iwas subject to scruting two-person fund-raising committee set up
everyAustralian $ate and the NorthefFerritory, as well as in New  in 1973 tageted the petroleum and mining industries for regular
Zealand and Papua New Guinea. contributions over a three-year period!

Attendance

The First Congress Circular was sent to approximately 10,000
geologists worldwideThe total number of geologists who finally
attended the 251GC was 2953, representing 83 countriekis
compared with 3895 at the previous IGC in Montréal, Canada in
1972. Not surprisinglythe 1550 geologists frorustralia also
represented the Igest gathering ofustralian geologists up to that
time. The next lagest national delegations were from US (385),
Canada (131), France (87), USSR (V&st Germany (64), UK (58),

New Zealand (56) and Japan (53). Notably during that “Ccdd-W
era, there were separate delegations from the Federal Republic of
Germany (Vést Germany) and the German Democratic Republic (East
Germany).
A major issue at the Congress was the attendance of representatives
: \ of the Peoples Republic of China. Congress President N.H. Fisher
Figure 1.AcademiciarA.V. Sidorenko presestDr Norman Fisher and his BMR colleague and successor as BMR Directdtoakes,

Chairman of the Organising Committee and President of the visited Chinain October 1974, and were impressed with their progress
Congress 28 IGC (centre), with the L.A. Spendiarov Prize. in geological research. Immediately before the Congress, China
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expressed interest in joining IUGS. HowevEaiwan was then an  petrology tectonics, geo-microbiologygeomorphology
IUGS member officially named China. During the Congress, the palaeontologyenvironmental geology and the history of geology in
IUGS Council voted on 18ugust to admit China and candeiwan’s Australia.

IUGS membership, only one representative being allowed per country ~ The most enduring Congress research publications were probably
Even though it was too late to include papers from the Chinesethe Excursion Guides, 33 of which were issued for the extended pre-
delegation in the formal programme, publications on Chigedlogy and post-Congress excursions and 20 for the short, weekend
circulated soon after the vote. “The Development of Geologioak excursions.Their ongoing value results from their provision of

in China” by the delegation of the Geological Society of China (August information about important sites, some of which have since become
1976), a somewhat political 9-page document without illustrations difficult of access. Some Excursion Guides, prepared for field trips

or references, was widely distributed at the Congr&sspecial subsequently cancelled due to low registration, were published and
Chinese session covering the same topic was also added to theold with other guidebooks to supplement Congress income.
programme. Many Australian geoscience ganisations also fé#red special

The former USSR also participated prominently in the Congress.publications for the CongresBhe BMR published three important
Most of the lage Soviet delegation travelled to Sydney by ship and geoscience maps for the event. One, a 1:2,500,000 geological map of
was housed thereon in Sydney Harb@tie long transit time by sea  theAustralian continent, was the first national geological map since
had prevented many Russian geologists from registering for thel966, and it revealed much new information from recent geological
conference or excursions. Language problems were prevalent, sinceappingTwo new geophysical maps of the continent were also issued,
English was the exclusive Congress language. Confusion arose aboone a 1:5,000,000 gravity map and the other a 1:2,500,000 magnetic
Soviet excursion registrations, apparently made by bureaucratsnap, the first such map éiustralia (Wilkinson, 1996). In addition
unfamiliar withAustralian geologyFor example, coal specialists were the University of Sydney issued a geological summary of the Sydney
registered on a Carboniferous excursion to the volcanic rocks of thearea for the use of delegates (Branagaah., 1976).

Hunter Valley. As a consequence, several Russian delegates made A unique collaborative publicatiortlistory and Role of
belated reassignments tofdifent excursions. Government Geological Surveys in Australia, was ofered by

A particularly notable Soviet delegate way/. Tikhomiroy, Geological Surveys arourlstralia through the initiative of R.K.
founder of the International Commission of the History of Geological Johns at the Geological Survey of Sctistralia (Johns, 1976, 2008).
Sciences (INHIGEO) and of the history of geology discipline. Last but not least, the Congress inspired completion of a major
Tikhomiroy, a hero of the USSR (Malakhova, 2012) blinded through monograph about th&eology of Victoria (Douglas & Feguson,
service inWorld War 2, had subsequently returned to active 1976).Taking 15 years and coming to fruition after similar publications
professional geological employmeAt short notice, he was a late  had appeared from all othA&ustralian $ates, this successfulfeft
registrant for the Congress, replacing then INHIGEO Secrevhry by theVictorian Division of the Geological Society led to several
Guntau, from East Germarfyhe late change may have been the reason revisions and updates (e.g. Birch, 2003).
that no arrangements were made for a Soviet colleague to accompany
him. That unfortunate circumstance meant that one author (DFB) . ] ;
became responsible for him at short notice. Fortunaieleguson Openmg Ceemony’ social functions and
of the technical stéfat the Department of Geologyniversity of Controversy
Sydney was fluent in Russian and was quickly reassigned to assist
Tikhomirov! As the Congress opening approached, worries that an “industrial

Some pre-congress excursiondergd from wet weathehs the strike” would afect the initial session at the recently opened Sydney
Congress date approached fear grew that the Congress itself woul®pera House thankfully receded. Preceding thaafopening, music
be marred byAustralian winter weathemuch of the recreational  was supplied by ganist Peter Kneeshaw on an electronic instrument
area for the Congress being open &ortunately the weather (the lage pipe ogan not yet being completely installed) and a splendid,
improved the day before the Congress opened, and a perfect weeklbeit brief, recital by thAustralianYouth Orchestra conducted by
weatherwise, ensued. Only a few participants from elsewhere inRobert PicklerA proposed musical composition for the occasion never

Australia (Jago, 2013) complained of the Sydney smog. eventuated.
The 24" IGC was formally opened by tiistralian Governer
Conference Publications General, Sir John Keron Monday afternoon 8ugust 1976 in the

Sydney Opera House (Fig 3)he Governor General occupies the
The Sydney IGC was the first without publication of full papers. office closest to that of national President or HeadaieSnAustralia,
All accepted papers were published, but only as abstracts of 500 tavhilst Queen Elizabeth Il of England remains also “Queen of
700 words (International Geological Congress, 1976) due toAustralia” and formal Head oft&e. Despite his position, Sir John
considerations during the 1972 Congress and the “rapidly increasinderr’s opening of the 251GC caused much controversy and
cost of printing”. Contributors were encouraged to publish elsewhere discussion amongstustralian geologists.
and many subsequently advised that their papers had been published In the year before the Congreésistralia experienced guably

in international journals, often in special volumes. Howevee its greatest constitutional crisis in governm&he summary dismissal
author (DFB) recollects that publication of education session paperdy Sir John Kerrin his role of Governor General, in November 1975
suffered considerable delay of a national government led by Prime Minister Gowdtitlam under

All Congress delegates received the special issugacth- controversial circumstances had remained a highly polarising issue
Sciences Review dedicated to the “The GeosciencesAumstralia” acrossAustralia. Consequentlthere was much discussion in the

(Glaessner1976). Its ten general papers covered research intoAdvisory Council of the Congress about the prior invitation for Kerr
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Another memorable event in the Congress social programme was
the Friday evening wine and cheese soirée in the prestigious Great
Hall of the University of Sydneyosted by the Department of Geology
at the University and the Geological SocietyAaktralia (Fig. 4). It
was scheduled to commence at 5pm with short introductory musical
entertainment. One author (DFB) was conductor of e ‘Sans
Tones’ choir, scheduled to give a recital of specially selected madrigals
and mining melodies with gan accompaniment. Unfortunatedgme
technical sessions finished eadnd the lage crowd gathering before
4pm caused refreshments to be supplied eBshythe time of the
official beginning there was considerable merriment and little interest
in listening to musicThe choir did trybut not even the utmost power
of the ogan could compete with the noise of conversatigisdom
prevailed, and the choir adjourned to a nearby room, where a few
faithful followers indicated some appreciation for itogs! Many
delegates still remember the innumerable broken wine glasses on the
historic marble floor of the main hall. Depending on emqint of
view, the soirée could be regarded as either a triumph or a disaster
As one participant in a subsequent weekend field trip recalled, “That
was quite a party”.

Several other functions enhanced the social progranime.
principal dinner was held at Randwick Race Course, the only venue
in Sydney capable of seating 3,000 peoptendees were welcomed
addresses delegates at the Opening Ceremony of tHel@E in outside by a military band and entertained inside by a small orchestra.
the Sydney Opera House An “Auld Lang Syne Party” at the same location concluded the

Congress, again with entertainment by a small orchestra (Fig 5).
to open the Congress. Some members demanded withdrawal of the A special Congress performance by #hestralian Chamber
invitation, whilst others gued that the IGC had invited thefiog’, Orchestra was arranged in the Music Room of the Sydney Opera
not the man, and thefef should stand’he latter approach prevailed, House, and all 400 tickets were taken. Music by Mozart, Haydn and
but some\ustralian delegates refused to attend the opening ceremonyAustralian composerPeter Sculthorpe, filled the programme. In
whilst there was also a significant on-site protest when a number ofddition, a block of 500 tickets reserved for Congress delegates for a
delegates (presumalfyistralian) rose from their seats and pointedly performance of Mozag’ Opera “Il Seraglio” at the Sydney Opera
walked out of the ceremony as the Gover@eneral rose to speak. House nearly sold out.
Many Australian delegates also recall that the Goveeneral,
having enjoyed a very good pre-opening lunch and accompanyingscientiﬁc and Technical programme
libations, then proceeded to open the International “Geographical’
CongressThat “gafe” and his less than adequate speech were  Of the 1148 technical papers programmed, 964 technical papers
followed but not ameliorated, as one recorder notes, by a “secondwere presented at the Congress. During each morning of the
much longer and very dull speech by a prominent geological writer”! Congress,17 disciplinary Sections werngamised on subjects ranging
from traditional topics, such as mineralpggtrology palaeontology
and stratigraphyto more modern research areas, such as marine
geology planetology and database development/mathematical

Figure 4. J.B. Jagos personal mementos of the ®3GC include
tickets to the wine and cheesasting in the Great Hall and to the - .
reception and bukt dinner at Randwick Racecourse. Figure 5. The Closing Ceremony at the University of Sydney
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geology Mineralogy figured lagest, with a suite of 12 sessions
including 82 listed presentations, also constituting tHerh8eting
of the International Mineralogic&lssociation.

During afternoons, specialist symposia wergaoised mostly
by invitation on subjects of current importangée following list

provides an excellent perspective on the diverse and distinctly modern
subjects then commanding the interest and attention of geologists

around the world and @fustralian geologists in particular:
e EarliestArchaean tectonics and magmatism

e Geology and petrology of the crystalline domains of the earth’

crust

Experimental petrology related to extreme metamorphism
Structural characteristics of tectonic zones

The structure ofustralia and variations in tectonic style
Stress environment and displacement at continentajingr
Past distribution of continents

forelands

Metallogenesis and the new global tectonics
Uranium geology

Fluid inclusions

Experimental geology of the genesis of ore deposits
Continental arid climate lithogenesis

Shallow marine and non-marine carbonate sedimentation
Aspects of the formation of mobile belt sediments
The international geochronological scale

Trace fossils

Economic geology of the sea floor (excluding fuels)
Active plate boundaries of the western Pacific
Circum-Antarctic marine geology

Deep Sea drilling results in the Indian Ocean
Geological hazards and the environment

Data storage and retrieval for developing countries
Random events in geology

Quantitative strategy for resource exploration

exploration

Not surprisingly given the numerousustralian geologists then
employed in mineral exploration, more papers wefered in sessions
dedicated to mineral deposits than in any otfiérs principal interest
of most delegates was also mineral depo&ipecialist symposium

Correlation of geological events in some orogenic belts and their

contributed significantly to this development (Harrington, 1994).
Specialist Congress symposia sponsored by IGCP projects
concerned:

EarliestArchaean tectonics and magmatism

Circum-Pacific plutonism

Tectonic aspects of ophiolites

Global correlation of epochs of folding

Correlation of kaolin genesis and age

Precambrian / Cambrian boundary problem

Promotion

Public lectures were also a Congress feature, with notable
lunchtime presentations including:

¢ Viking observations of Mars (given on two occasions by L.T
Silver)

e New light on the Moon (by U. Marvin)

e Environmental management and the geologist (l&BlIi3)

Despite advance notices in Sydney newspapers, wider community
attendance at these public lectures was sappointinglyreporting
of the Congress generally was neglected by the local media (Branagan
1976a).The only Sydney newspaper with any coverage was the
Italian language newspaper!

With organisers focussing on encouraging the involvement of
Australian geologists and making the event a success for visiting
geologists, local media contact may have been overloditt the
event, the Congress was highlighted in the University of Syddnien
Recorder (Branagan, 1976bJhe Congress had also received advance
promotion in the international geological news jouriidptimes
(Branagan 1976c), which also published a post-Congress review in
November 1976.

Another promotional disappointment was failure to achieve issue
of anAustralian postage stamp celebrating the Congress. Such postage

The growth of geological knowledge in the age of geographical stamps had been a feature of earlier Congre3sesinitiative of

Congress President N.H. Fisher apparently failed due to a dispute
between high level public servants!

Exhibitions and Films

By the mid-1970s, ganisational stands, displays and film

on the Geology and Geochemistry of Manganese alone attracted 58howings were common in conferences, not least the IGC (Fig 6).

abstracts.

For similar reasons the sessions dealing with Réabrainces in
Exploration Geophysics attracted more than 70 paférs.rare
interaction of Soviet andustralian geologists in these economic
geology sessions would have been most interesting.

Separate pamphlets listed those events.
Some of the representativeganisations with promotional booths
at the 2% IGC were:
e Geological Surveys of New Souilales, Soutiustralia and
Victoria as well as the BMR

Significant numbers of presentations concerned plate tectonics,
which had gained acceptance over the previous decade. Precambrian
geology and deep sea drilling also generated much interest and
attracted numerous contributions. °

The lagest audiences, approaching 300, were observed in sessionse
dealing with CircumaPacific plutonism, exploration geophysics, e
uranium geologymineral deposits, tectonics and Precambrian e
geology °

Notably the Sydney IGC was the first following the formal e
establishment of the International Geological Correlation Programme e
(IGCP) in early 1973. Over the previous dec@dsstralia had °

Geological Surveys of Canada, India, Japan, Netherlands, New
Guinea, New Zealand, Unitedafes and Federal Republic of
Germany

Academy of Geological Science, PeoplRepublic of China
Bureau de Researches, Geologique et Minieres, France
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Italy

UK Institute of Geological Sciences

USSR Ministry of Geology

National Oceanic anditmosphericAdministration, USA
CSIRO Mineral Research Laboratoridsistralia

Australian Mineral Development Laboratories (AMDEL)
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Figure 6. The scientific exhibition at the 25IGC.

CRA Exploration Pty Ltd
Geopeko Limited

DA Book depot
UNESCO Press

The Macleay Museum at the University of Sydney had special
displays contributed mainly by Museums and Geological Surveys
from aroundAustralia. Assistance fronT.A. Darragh, National
Museum oiVictoria, was especially notable in this success. Displays

included:
e Seismic geology of the Sydney district
e A thin section across the lithosphere
e Early Geological Maps (including a copy aEPSrzeleckis
giant 1845 map and geological sections of Eagtestralia)
Broken Hill minerals
Arkaroola, Souttustralia
Upper Devonian fossils of New Souttales
Nickel Ores and Minerals &festerrAustralia
Iron Ore,WestermAustralia
Agate Creek, Queensland
Mineralisation ofWolfram Camp, Queensland
Zeolites ofVictorianTertiary basalts
Birds ofVictoria’s past
Victorian Ordovician graptolite zones
Oil Shale, Glen Davis, New Soukiales
Metalliferous mining, New England, New SoMfales
Gold, New Soutiwales

The Fisher LibraryUniversity of Sydney also displayed a wide

range of classic geological books ranging from th& déntury
onwards (Branagan, 1976d).

A large selection of films was also shown in thegBen Roberts

and Edgeworth Davitiheatres, University of Sydney (Fig These

screenings were well attended, as the quantity of geological films

213

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

STEPHEN ROBERTS THEATRE
Sal, Sun & Mon Aug 14,15 &16

EDGEWORTH DAVID LECTURE THEATRE
(Department of Geology and Geophysics)
Tues = Fri Aug 17-20
Mon & Tues  Aug 23 & 24

Figure 7. Cover of the 251GC film programme.

Search for coal (Queensland)

All you have to do is dig (Australian Opal)

ERST (NASA satellite)

Paricutin (volcano in Mexico))

Ngauruhoe erupts (New Zealand volcano)

Fire under the sea (pillow lavas)

Guatemala 1976 earthquake

Plate tectonics and the Kilauea volcano

Carbonate and supratidal sedimentation, Bahamas

One film anticipated to be a highlight of the Congress, was “The
Talgai Skull”, prepared by N.\@& MacIntosh, Emeritus Professor of
Anatomy University of Sydneyit told the history of a human skull
discovered in southern Queensland in the late nineteenth gentury
which came into prominence in 1914 wheklV. Edgeworth David
presented new research and estimated the age of the skull as perhaps
40,000 years old. Macintosh had carried out further reseafelgat
in the 1960sAfter agreeing to show the film, he became involved in
a controversy with indigenousboriginal activists, and it was
withdrawn from the Congress.

appearing by the 1970s were appreciated for their educational ValuEXCUI’SiOﬂS

at both secondary and tertiary levédlgles included:
Broken Hill mining

Sand harvesters (mineral sand minifgstralia)
Stromatolites (VéstermAustralia)

Desert landforms

Lyell on Etna (an historical perspective)

Episodes \ol. 38, no. 3

The comprehensive field trip programme was a vital aspect of
the 2%'IGC, despite the often remote and inaccessible nature of many
valuable geological sites (Fig 8he ready availability of air transport
(often with special charters) enabled access to a huge area, extending
from WesterrAustralia to New Zealand and from Papua New Guinea
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e “Mining centres of northerAustralia”, led by GR. Ryan (total
attendance 63)

® “Mining centres of southern and westéwmstralia” led by L.C.
Ranford and J.H. Lord (total attendance 60)

e “Ore deposits of westeffasmania”, led by M. Solomon and
G. Green (total attendance 57)

e “Great Barrier Reef, Queensland”, ledWG Maxwell, J.S.
Jell and QR. Orme (total attendance 55)

e “Neotectonics, earth deformation, structural geology
metamorphics ofVellington and the South Island (northern
part), New Zealand” led by.@. Grindley C.J. Lensen (total
attendance 49)

e “Recent volcanoes and mineralization in Papua New Guinea”
led by R.J. Cooke and J. Baldwin (total attendance 43)

e “Devonian reef complexes of the Canning Basin” led 1, P
Playford,A.E. Cockbain and M. Johnstone (total attendance
30) (Fig 9)

e Carbonate sediments of the west coasVestermAustralia led
by B. Logan (total attendance 16)

a.g-i-d
b excursions
be banking service

st office
irlines

first aid
lecture theatres

Figure 8. Excursion Departure Point, 25IGC.

to Tasmania, within a few hours. Fewheel drive vehicles, helicopters
and boats facilitated surface travel and suitable logistics support. In

all, 1095 Congress delegates took part in the formal excur3ibes.
International Mineralogicahssociation, whilst contributing greatly
to the Congress sessions and exhibitiongamised its field trip to

Excursions tdAustralia’s thriving mining operations were most
popular notably Mount Isa (which was promoted as the werld’
biggest lead producer), Mary Kathleen (an open-cut uranium mine)

the Flinders Ranges, Olary and Broken Hill apart from the Congressand the classic Broken Hill mines, as well as the Bougainville copper
organisation (Birch, 1976; Depledge, 1976). Other informal field trips operation in Papua New Guinea (which no longer operdatbskse

also occurred. For example, Harrington (2007) reports beingtrips of up to 1 days with motel/hotel accommodation in mining
surrounded at the Congress Opening by 9 or 10 Indian geologistgentres attracted mainly non-Australian participasunfortunate
requesting a field trip to the distant Bowen Basin in Queenslded.  incident was the refusal by the conservative mine operators at Mount
problem was solved by J.N. Caskpm BMR, who quickly arranged  Isa to allow a female Congress delegate from the US to enter the
a 3-day fly-in fly-out trip fully sponsored by the mining company undeground mineAnother mining excursion, led W.F. Trendall

From a modern perspective, it isfaifilt to appreciate the potential and J.GBlockley involved a visit to the iron ore and asbestos mines
accommodation problems in regional areas in1976,when a proposedf WesterrAustralia’s Pilbara region (Fig 10). Blockley (2012) recalls
Melbourne-Sydney Excursion for 600 participants never eventuatedthe total lack of concern about the health hazards of fibrous asbestos
Reduced government funding support following a change in theand the dangers of climbing without ropes afrédfalls and accessing
Federal Government in November 1975 caused cancellation of otheprecipitously deep Red Cge. In todays safety conscious times
trips. access would not be allowed!

In the final result, the short or weekend field trips numbered 21~ Other extended excursions included visits to regions rarely seen
and were mostly based around Sydndgwcastle and Canberra. by geologists and only recently investigated in detail. Such excursions
However even the weekend field trips included more distant locations, were “safari-type” with travel in fomwheel drive vehicles and well-
such as the Broken Hill lead-zinc-silver mine and the Lightning Ridge
opal field, both fully booked before the Congrésee trip examining
Sydneys historic sandstone buildings was free-of-gbar

One short/weekend excursion, the first southern hemisphere fielg
trip offered by the International Commission on the History of
Geological Sciences (INHIGEO), was “Aspects of the History of
Geology in Easterrustralia”. Led byT.G Vallance and D.F
Branagan, “it traced the routes Afistralias early explorers and
pioneer geologists, westwards from Sydney to Orange and visite
the site ofAustralias first goldfield (Ophir 1851). Particular attention
was given to interpretations by early geologists of problematic
Palaeozoic and Mesozoic stratigraphy and the origins of the
spectacular valleys carved in tfidassic rocks of the mountains”
(Vallance, 1977).

Arguably the extended pre- and post-Congress field trips wer
the highlight of the IGC. Nine popular excursions weferefl twice,
before and after the Congress:

&LA?
Figure 9. Participans on 25th IGC Excursion 38A- Devonian
Complexes of the Canning Basin — Safariyfpe Excursion.
Excursion Leadey Phil Playford, is in the middle, with colleague
Murray Johnstone, on his lef behind a rockA third leader Tony
Cockbain, is on the extreme right.

Su - O A

i £ (RN

e “Precambrian geology of the Mount Isa region”, led bW G
Derrick and I.HWilson (total attendance 81)
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Australian bushThey also enjoyed seeing
many examples oAboriginal rock art in
caves in the limestone. It was through the
excursions that the Devonian Great Barrier
Reef first gained wide recognition as one of the
iconic features of world geologyit led to an
invitation for Playford to become a
Distinguished Lecturer of thAmerican
Association of Petroleum Geologists, speaking
on the reefs throughout the US and Canada.
This was followed by lecture toursAwstralia

as a Distinguished Lecturer of the Petroleum
Exploration Society ofustralia, in England
and Europe as a Guest Fellow of the Royal
Society of London, and in China as an exchange
scholar of thdustralianAcademy of Science

‘ ; . _ andAcademia Sinica”.

"ﬂ i S Sy _ ; : E The 24" IGC excursions to New Zealand

N 2 : e - and Papua New Guinea deserve special
Figure 10. 28" IGC Excursion 43Ato Hamersley BasinMesternAustralia, at Oxers Lookout mention. Six separate New Zealand excursions,

where the lower part of the 370m-thick Paleoproterozoicfd®Member of the Brockman organised therewith the outstanding
Iron Formation is exposed in Red Gorge. Excursion leadélec Trendall, is dressed in  involvement and support of the New Zealand

red shirt and hat. Geological Surveycovered all aspects of the
geology The oganisation of two field trips to

planned camp sites in theustralian outback. Charter flights, newly independent Papua New Guinea was similarly supported and

helicopters and motor launches also provided acthsse excursions  successful.

were as follows:

i

, R Finance
e “Cambrian and Ordovician biostratigraphy of the east Girar
Basin, Queensland” led by E.C. Druce and J.H. @Her Given the expanding nature of past Congresses, there was
e “Cainozoic volcanicity North Queensland”, led by.P significant and ongoing concern about finanégstovisional budget
Stephenson prepared as early as March 1972 was revised following receipt of
e “Palaeozoic accretion of eastekastralia (across New South ~ Government and company sponsorship in July 1973 and March 1976
Wales)” led by E. Scheibner and D.J. Pogson respectively The Congress agreement between Alstralian

e “Devonian reef complexes of the Canning BasNestern Academy of Sciences and the Geological Societusttralia was
Australia” led by FE. PlayfordA.E. Cockbain and M. Johnstone  for the Academy to have responsibility for finance, and shared

e “Precambrian geology of the Kimberley regioiNestern responsibility with GSAor the overall CongressganisationThere
Australia-Northern Territory” led by K.A. Plumb and R.  was some antagonism concerning this arrangement, notably between

Halligan M.F. Glaessner representing theademy and N. H. Fisher
representing the Geological Society
J.B. Jago (2013), who attended the @& Basin excursion, With the Montréal Congressganisers suggesting that a $US100

recalls that the number of participating Cambrian and trilobite Congress member fee should be gkdr the Qganising Committee
specialists was so Ige that arustralian outback plane crash could opted for a $A60 fee rising to $A75 after February 1916 reflected
have decimated world Cambrian expettise an anticipated reduction in printing expenses.

Excursion leader.B. Playford (2008) confirmed that the two As the time of the Congress approached, listed excursions with
Canning Basin excursions (with the maximum allowed 30 little response were cancelled and committee members were advised
participants) were the first ever international visits to the famousto curb expenses. On the other hand, direct grants were obtained from
Devonian reefs. He recalls the following: the New SouthVales and\ustralian Governments totalling $A10,000

“The excursions began with a flight from Derby to Christmas and $A7,000 respectivelin addition, significant sponsorship totalling
Creek in aTwin Otter (high-wing) turboprop aircraft, to gain an almost $A20,000 was obtained from the mining industry (40
overview and take photos of the reef complexes. Participants wereompanies) and the petroleum industry (20 compamé®r the
then met at Christmas Creek by the tour contractor who drove thenCongress the cost of government and other institutions providing
to Cave Spring (Mimbi) where they camped for three nights. Overvoluntary service to the Congress was valued somewhere between
the seven-day excursion they examined the reef complexes in th§A350,000 and $A400,000.

Bugle Gap area, Geikie Gg# (by boat), Dingo Gap, the Elimberrie At the opening it was quickly realised that the Congress would
Bioherms, the Oscar Range, ahthdjana Goge”. be profitable due to unexpectedly high excursion attendance and about

“The excursions were judged to have been very successful an@00 late Congress enrolments. By 1977, the estimated Congress profit
participants gained an excellent overview of these remarkableexceeded $A40,000. Soon after AgstralianAcademy of Science
exposures. For most it was the first time that they had camped in theleveloped plans to incorporate the profit into its general revenue.
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Members of Geological Societywho had contributed greatly to the Excursion Leader of thispects of the History of Geology in Eastern
Congress, were &dnded and its then President, S.Garey Australia field trip, as well as being a co-author of a supporting geology
challenged this plan. book on the Sydney Basin. Life seemed dull and unexciting after the
An academician fromasmania, who had been intimately involved event.
in the oganisation of the Congress, Carey telephoned Canberrato BJC was then a youthful, recent addition to the geological
have théAcademy vote deferred, travelled there and mounted a veryprofession with the Geological Survey of SoAtstralia, with the
determined dbrt against the proposal. Heeven threatened to blacken1976 Sydney Congress providing for him a 2-day overland drive from
the international reputation of theademyif the funds were not put  Adelaide to Sydney in convoy with several colleagues, and a gathering
into an account to send young geologists to future internationalof geologists like none beforAlthough not a formal Congress
meetings (sponsorship not available for the Sydney Congress)presenterhe did give a technical presentation to an informal meeting
Ultimately theAcademy was forced to concede (Harrington, 2007). of international fossil conodont workers, likely the first “Pander
Since 1981, the 5IGC profit has also been used to fund both the Society” meeting irustralia. That opened the personal opportunity
Mawson Medal and the Lecture that is presented by an outstandindpr a visiting professorial appointment at the Universitaterloo,
contributor to earth sciencesAwstralia at the biannual “Australian ~ Ontario, Canada, 2 years lat&rsmall white marble paper weight
Earth Sciences Convention”. with 25" IGC insignia attached, which accompanied the conference
The final “wrap-up” of the aranising Committee (Branagan, registration folderis retained as an enduring Congress memento.
1977) reported the uses of the profits and noted that the venue had
been excellent.It also recorded that presentations, although variabIeACkn0W|edgements
averaged a little better than at eariestralian conference8.Public
Relations Committee should have been established, whilst the final ~ This paper has been facilitated by the personal memories of many
Auld Lang Syne party should have been free and afexeift venue. Australian geologists over many year& .APlayford and J. Blockley
The greatest saving resulted from not publishing the full text of papersprovided two specific excursion images for this pap&. Jago and
The hospitality room had been an outstanding success, contributing?E. Playford also provided an early review of the manuscript, which
to the “atmosphere of friendly informality”, and reportedly serving added a new perspectivihe late H.J. Harrington sent an extensive
approximately 40,000 cups of ¢eé! handwritten letter that also added much to the corftestUniversity
Organising the Congress would have been impossible withoutof SouthAustralia provided an excellent working environment for
the cheerful assistance of numerous un-named typists and draughtsm@&JC to undertake historical research.
and —women, who prepared the vast amount of typed and pictorial
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